
MARRTC Media Contact List 
 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention 
 
Press Office, (404) 639-3286 
Joe Sniezek, M.D., M.P.H., Director of 
CDC’s Chronic Disease Division 
 
National Institute of Arthritis and 
Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases 
(NIAMS) 
 
Press Office, (301) 496-8190 
 
Missouri Arthritis Rehabilitation 
Research and Training Center 
(MARRTC) Experts  
 
To arrange an interview with any of 
these experts, call (573) 882-2914 or 
email Becky Woelfel, Senior Information 
Specialist for MARRTC, at 
woelfelr@missouri.edu 
 
Jerry C. Parker, Ph.D., clinical professor 
of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation at 
the MU School of Medicine and the director 
of the Behavioral Health Service Line at 
the Harry S. Truman Memorial Veterans 
Hospital. Parker is the director of Research 
Projects and principal investigator for the 
Missouri Arthritis Rehabilitation Research 
and Training Center (MARRTC). 
 
Willard Downs, Ph.D., is program chair for 
the Agricultural Systems Management 
Program in Food Science and Engineering 
Unit at the University of Missouri-Columbia. 
He serves as Unit Extension Program 
Leader for Unit Extension Programs. 
Downs, principal investigator for the 
Missouri Arthritis Rehabilitation Research 
and Training Center (MARRTC), is 
conducting a study on arthritis prevention 
and self-management for migrant and 
seasonal farm workers. 

 
Kristofer Hagglund, Ph.D., is the 
associate dean for Health Policy and 
Professor of Health Psychology at the MU 
School of Medicine. He serves as director 
of the Missouri Arthritis Rehabilitation 
Research and Training Center (MARRTC) 
Capacity Building, Dissemination and 
Health Policy Projects. Hagglund, co-
principal investigator for MARRTC, is 
conducting a study of reducing disability for 
persons with arthritis in rural America. 
 
John Hewett, Ph.D., is the director of 
Biostatistics at the MU School of Medicine. 
Hewett is the senior biostatistics adviser for 
the Missouri Arthritis Rehabilitation 
Research and Training Center (MARRTC), 
and Principal Investigator for Project 5, 
involving capacity building for consumers 
of disability research. 
Brick Johnstone, Ph.D., American Board 
of Professional Psychology, is a professor 
and chair of the Department of Health 
Psychology. Johnstone is a principal 
investigator for the Missouri Arthritis 
Rehabilitation Research Training Center 
(MARRTC) is studying worksite (VR) 
vocational rehabilitation intervention to 
improve employment outcomes for persons 
with arthritis. 
 
Marian Minor, P.T., Ph.D., is an associate 
professor and chair of Physical Therapy in 
the MU School of Health Professions, and 
director of Research and Graduate 
Studies. Minor is co-principal investigator 
for the Missouri Arthritis Rehabilitation 
Research and Training Center (MARRTC), 
and she is principal investigator on the 
study researching exercise and physical 
fitness for persons with osteoarthritis of the 
knee. 
 
Laura Schopp, Ph.D., American Board of 
Professional Psychology, is a board-
certified neuropsychologist specializing in 



adult neuro-psychology and rehabilitation 
psychology. She is an assistant professor 
in the MU Department of Health 
Psychology, and conducts research on 
traumatic brain injury, tele-rehabilitation 
and disability informatics. Schopp, a 
principal investigator for the Missouri 
Arthritis Rehabilitation Research Training 
Center (MARRTC), will conduct a state-of-
the-science conference on "Reducing 
Disability for Persons with Arthritis in Rural 
America. 
 
Gordon Sharp, M.D., senior science 
adviser for the Missouri Arthritis 
Rehabilitation Research and Training 
Center (MARRTC), is Curator’s Professor 
Emeritus. He has been Einbender 
Distinguished Professor of Internal 
Medicine and Pathology, director of the 
Antinuclear Antibody Laboratory, and 
director of the Central Missouri Regional 
Arthritis Center (CEMRAC) 
 
Karen Smarr, Ph.D., is the Human 
Research Compliance Officer at Harry S. 
Truman Memorial Veterans Hospital in 
Columbia, Mo. She is also a clinical 
assistant professor of Psychiatry in the 
Department of Psychiatry at the MU School 
of Medicine. Smarr, principal investigator 
for the Missouri Arthritis Rehabilitation 
Research and Training Center (MARRTC), 
is conducting a study of an online self-
management program for older adults with 
rheumatoid arthritis. 
 
Sara E. Walker, M.D., is a professor of 
Internal Medicine at the MU School of 
Medicine. She is co-investigator for the 
Missouri Arthritis Rehabilitation Research 
and Training Center (MARRTC). Walker 
has served as director of the MU 
Fellowship Program in Immunology and 
Rheumatology. She has 94 research 
publications in peer-reviewed journals, 23 
reviews and book chapters, 23 clinical 

publications and 102 abstracts. She has 
authored 29 papers with Internal Medicine 
residents and Rheumatology fellows. 
 
Gregory Worsowicz, M.D., MBA, is chair 
of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation at 
the MU School of Medicine. Worsowicz is 
co-principal investigator for the Missouri 
Arthritis Rehabilitation Research and 
Training Center (MARRTC). 
 
TEACHING HOSPITALS, MEDICAL 
SCHOOLS AND RESEARCH 
INSITUTIONS 
 
 
Hospital for Special Surgery, New York 
City, NY. www.hss.edu 
 
Theodore R. Fields, M.D., FACP, 
Associate Attending Physician 
Available to discuss: Medication 
alternatives to Vioxx®, reasons for 
withdrawal of Vioxx, non-medication 
approaches to arthritis, the COX-2 
selective vs non-selective anti-
inflammatory agents. (212) 606-1286, 
fieldst@hss.edu 
 
Joseph A. Markenson, M. D., attending 
physician, available to discuss: Current 
drug studies involving patients with 
rheumatic disease (rheumatoid arthritis, 
osteoarthritis, and lupus), medication 
alternatives to Vioxx®, reasons for 
withdrawal of Vioxx®, non-medication 
approaches to arthritis, the COX-2 
selective vs non-selective anti-
inflammatory agents. (212) 606-1261, 
markensonj@hss.edu 
 
Thomas J.A. Lehman, M.D., (212) 606-
1151, lehmant@hss.edu 
Chief, Division of Pediatric Rheumatology 
Available to discuss: Implications for 
children with Juvenile Rheumatoid Arthritis  
 
Michael D. Lockshin, M.D., attending 



rheumatologist, (212) 606-1461, 
volckerctr@hss.edu 
 
Jane Salmon, M.D., research director of 
the American College of Rheumatology, 
specializes in rheumatic diseases and 
lupus, (212) 606-1171, salmonj@hss.edu 
 
Johns Hopkins Media Contacts for 
Rheumatology/Immunology/Physical 
Therapy 
 
John Lazarou, (410) 502-8902, 
jlazaro1@jhmi.edu (Rehabilitation and 
Physical Therapy) 
David March, (410) 955-1534, 
dmarch1@jhmi.edu (Endocrinology) 
 
Trent Stockton (410) 955-8665, 
tstockt1@jhmi.edu (Rheumatology) 
 
Mayo Clinic 
Lisa Lucier, Mayo Clinic News Bureau, 
newsbureau@mayo.edu 
(507) 284-5005 (days) 
(507) 284-2511 (evenings) 
  
John Murphy, media contact for 
Orthopedics, Murphy.jj@mayo.edu 
 
Mayo Clinic Rochester 
(507) 284-5005 (24 hours per day) 
 
Mayo Clinic Jacksonville 
(904) 953-2299 
After Hours: (904) 953-2000 
 
Mayo Clinic Scottsdale 
(480) 301-3422 
After Hours: (480) 301-8000 
 
St. Louis University School of Medicine 
 
Terry Moore, M.D., Chief of Rheumatology 
at St. Louis University School of Medicine, 
moorete@slu.edu, (314) 977-6195 
 
Berton Moed, M.D., program director of 

Orthopedic Surgery, contact Janell Britton, 
brittonj@slu.edu, (314) 577-8850 
 
Media relations:  
 
Nancy Solomon, solomonn@slu.edu, (314) 
977-8017 
Matt Shaw, shawmr@slu.edu, (314) 977-
8018 
 
Stanford University School of Medicine 
 
Kathryn Plant, kplant@stanford.edu, social 
science research assistant, Dept. of 
Immunology and Rheumatology, Center for 
Clinical Immunology, Stanford University, 
(650) 723-7935  
 
Main number: 
(650) 723-6911 
 
Off-hours pager number: 
(650) 723-8222, pager ID #25314 
 
Print reporters call: 
Ruthann Richter at (650) 725-8047  
richter1@stanford.edu  
Michelle Brandt at (650) 723-0272  
mbrandt@stanford.edu  
 
Broadcast reporters (including TV and 
radio) call: 
M.A. Malone at (650) 723-6912  
mamalone@stanford.edu  
 
University of Missouri-Columbia School 
of Medicine 
 
Sara E. Walker, M.D., rheumatologist, 
walkers@health.missouri.edu, (573) 884-
9178  
 
Celso Velazquez, M.D., rheumatologist, 
(573) 882-8788/ 882-8095, 
velazquezc@health.missouri.edu 
 
Deanna Davenport, N.P., rheumatology, 
(573) 882-8788/882-8095, 



davenportde@health.missouri.edu 
 
James Cassidy, M.D., pediatric 
rheumatologist, 
CassidyJ@health.missouri.edu, (573) 884-
0062, (573) 882-3996 
 
Washington University School of 
Medicine in St. Louis 
 
Richard Gelberman, M.D., Head of 
Orthopedic Surgery, (314) 747-2531 
 
Kathryn Diemer, M.D., director of the 
Bone Health Program, Washington 
University in St. Louis, (314) 362-6251 
 
Andy White, M.D., pediatric 
rheumatologist, (314) 419-0741 
 
Arthur Halle, M.D., cardiologist, (314) 996-
3248 (for information on heart disease risk 
in patients with rheumatoid arthritis) 
 
Jonathan Gitlin, M.D., professor of 
Pediatrics and Pathology and Immunology, 
specializes in arthritis, rheumatology and 
diseases and disorders of the immune 
system in children.  For media assistance: 
Kimberly Leydig, (314) 286-0119, 
leydigk@wustl.edu 
 
Steven Teitelbaum, M.D., professor of 
Pathology and Immunology, specializes in 
osteoporosis, bone degeneration and bone 
disease. For media assistance: (314) 286-
0120,  
 
 
Community Resources/Educational 
Programs 
 
Regional Arthritis Centers (RACs) in 
Missouri (offer support groups, educational 
materials and exercise programs and 
physical activities) 
 
Northeast RAC, Doris Fountain, RNC, 

(660) 626-2049 or 1-800-626-5266 
 
Northwest RAC, Debbie Braby, 
debbieb@mail.heartland-health.com, (816) 
271-7064 or 1-800-443-8858 
 
Kansas City RAC, Nikki Henning, (816) 
932-1734, nchenning@saint-lukes.org 
 
Central RAC, Marilee Bomar, RN, MSN, 
Bomarm@missouri.edu, (573) 882-8097 
 
Southwest RAC, Margaret Lindsey, 
mlindsey@sprg.smhs.com, (417) 820-
3446, (417) 820-3446 or 1-800-835-5197 
 
Southeast RAC, Marilyn Duncan, 
semorac@sfmc.net, (573) 331-5880 or 1-
888-216-3293 
 
Eastern RAC, Anne Mangelsdof, Arthritis 
Foundation of St. Louis/Eastern RAC (314) 
991-9333, x. 316 
 
Professional Organizations and 
Government Agencies 
 
American Academy of Pediatrics, 
www.aap.org (for information or quotes 
on Juvenile Rheumatoid Arthritis) 
 
(202) 347-8600, (847) 434-7877, Michael 
Henrickson, Chair of the Rheumatology 
Division, American Academy of Pediatrics, 
mhenrickson@childrenscentralcal.org.  
Room G-270, Div. of Rheumatology, (559) 
353-6450  
 
American College of Rheumatology, 
www.rheumatology.org 
 
Tammy McCoy, 
tmccoy@rheumatology.org, (404) 633-
3777 
Betsy Boyd-Flynn, bboyd-
flynn@rheumatology.org (404) 633-3777 
 
Arthritis Foundation, www.arthritis.org 



 
National Headquarters, Karrie Spivey, 
(404) 965-7635,kspivey@arthritis.org, 
 
Kansas City, Mo., chapter, Sarah Coates, 
(816) 753-2220 
 
St. Louis, Mo., chapter, Anne Mangelsdorf, 
(314) 991-9333, x. 316 
 
Childhood Arthritis & Rheumatology 
Research Alliance (CARRA)  
 
Leigh A. White, J.D., Executive Director, 
(650) 724-7117, email: 
carrainfo@stanford.edu 
 
Agency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality – Rockville, MD. Federal agency 
that promotes research into and work on 
quality in health care. (301) 594-1364. 
http://www.ahrq.gov. Contact: Karen 
Migdail, director of communications. (301) 
594-6120. Kmigdail@ahrq.gov. 
 
Alliance for Health Reform – 
Washington, D.C. Not-for-profit that 
organizes forums in Washington and 
around the nation; briefs reporters, editorial 
writers and producers on health policy 
debates in Washington and how they affect 
local citizens. Edward F. Howard, 
executive vice president. (202) 466-5626. 
http://www.allhealth.org.  Contact: Bill 
Erwin, communications director. (202) 789-
2300.  billerwin@allhealth.org. 
 
American Accreditation HealthCare 
Commission – Washington, D.C. Non-
profit organization that establishes 
standards for the health care industry. 
Accredits HMOs and utilization review 
firms. (202) 216-9010. http://www.urac.org. 
Contact: Guy D'Andrea, press contact. 
(202) 216-9010 ext. 16. 
 
American Association of Health Plans – 
Washington, DC. Represents more than 

1,000 plans that provide coverage for 
approximately 150 million Americans. 
Member plans include health maintenance 
organizations, preferred provider 
organizations and utilization review 
organizations. (202) 778-3200. 
http://www.aahp.org. Contact: Susan 
Pisano, vice president of communications. 
(202) 778-3245. 
 
American Health Quality Association – 
Washington, D.C. Trade group of 39 peer 
review organizations that contract with the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services to monitor care received by 
Medicare beneficiaries and Medicaid 
recipients in managed care organizations 
and fee-for-service settings. (202) 331-
5790. http://www.ahqa.org. Contact: 
Richard Deutsch, director of 
communications. (202) 331-5790. 
rdeutsch@ahqa.org. 
 
American Hospital Association – 
Chicago, IL. Represents about 5,000 
hospitals, health care systems, networks, 
other providers of care and 37,000 
individual members. Operates Washington 
and Chicago offices. (312) 422-3000. 
http:// www.aha.org. Contact: 
Communications Director Etta Fielek, (202) 
626-2358; Jacqueline Harvey, (202) 626-
2963, Amy Lee, (202) 626-2284, and Alicia 
Mitchell (202) 626-2339 in Washington. 
amitche1@aha.org. AHAs Resource 
Center Chicago. (312) 422-2000. 
 
American Medical Association – 
Chicago, IL. Represents 300,000 
physicians. Publishes American Medical 
News, a good source for physician 
viewpoints. Medical and science reporters 
can receive a weekly packet of news 
releases covering articles from the Journal 
of the American Medical Association 
(JAMA) and the AMA's nine specialty 
journals. (312) 464-5000. http://www.ama-
assn.org. Contact: Linda Stepanich, news 



and information director. (312) 464-2410. 
tamara_washington@ama-assn.org. 
 
Blue Cross Blue Shield Association – 
Chicago, IL. Represents 54 organizations 
and offers fact sheets, news releases, 
legislative testimony, trend reports, and in-
house experts on aspects of managed 
care. (312) 297-6000. 
http://www.bluecares.com. Contact: Chris 
Hamrick, director of media relations. (312) 
297-5523. chris.hamrick@bcbsa.com. 
 
Center for Clinical Quality Evaluation – 
Washington, DC. Research affiliate for 
peer review organizations. Conducts 
programs aimed at improving health-care 
quality, such as reducing strokes via drug 
therapy. (202) 833-3043. Contact: Ruth 
Ann Hadley. (202) 833-3043. 
 
Center for Studying Health System 
Change – Washington, DC. Nonpartisan 
policy research organization committed to 
providing objective and timely insights on 
the nation's changing health system to help 
inform policy makers and contribute to 
better health care policy. (202) 484-5261. 
http://www.hschange.com. Contact: 
Richard Sorian, public affairs director. 
(202) 484-3475. rsorian@hschange.org or 
hscinfo@hschange.org. 
 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services – Baltimore, MD. Provides health 
insurance for more than 74 million 
Americans through Medicare, Medicaid 
and SCHIP. Regulates laboratory testing, 
also known as CLIA, develops coverage 
policies and quality-of-care improvement. 
(410) 786-3000. http://www.cms.gov/. 
Contact: CMS Press Office. (202) 690-
6145. 
 
Consumer Coalition for Quality Health 
Care – Washington, DC. National non-
profit membership organization of 
consumer groups. Advocates for consumer 

protection and quality improvement 
programs and policies in the public and 
private sectors. (202) 789-3606. 
http://www.consumers.org. Contact: Brian 
W. Lindberg, executive director. (202) 789-
3606. bwlind@erols.com. 
 
Institute for Healthcare Improvement – 
Boston, MA. A not-for-profit organization 
created to help lead the improvement of 
health care systems to continuously 
increase quality and value. Uses measures 
that include health status, clinical 
outcomes, cost, access, ease of use, and 
satisfaction for individuals and their 
communities. Donald Berwick, president 
and CEO. (617) 754-4800. 
http://www.ihi.org/. Contact: Jonathan 
Small, director of communications. (617) 
754-4800. jsmall@ihi.org. 
 
Institute of Medicine – Washington, DC. 
Its report, To Err Is Human, is still the best 
summary of knowledge about medical 
errors. IOM committee members who 
wrote that report are often excellent 
sources. (202) 334-2138. 
http://www.iom.edu. Contact: Saira Moini, 
media officer. (202) 334-2138. 
smoini@nas.edu. 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation, Kaiser 
Commission on Medicaid and the 
Uninsured – Washington, DC. Publishes 
Medicaid fact sheets, chart books, and 
studies on Medicaid and managed care. 
(650) 854-9400 or the DC office at (202) 
347-5270. http://www.kff.org. Contact: 
Sara Knoll, communications officer. (202) 
347-5270. 
 
The Commonwealth Fund – New York, 
NY. Private foundation that supports 
independent research on health and social 
issues. Frequently releases reports and 
studies. National programs include 
improving health insurance coverage, 
access to care and quality of health care 



services. (212) 535-0400. 
http://www.cmwf.org. Contact: Mary 
Mahon, public information officer. (212) 
606-3853. cmwf@cmwf.org. 
 
National Medical and Health Policy 
Experts 
 
Donald Berwick, president and CEO, 
Institute for Healthcare Improvement – 
Boston, MA, a pediatrician who has written 
more than 100 journal articles and co-
authored several books on health care 
quality management. (617) 754-4800. 
dberwick@ihi.org. 
 
David Blumenthal, director, Institute for 
Health Policy, Massachusetts General 
Hospital/Partners Health Care System – 
Boston, MA. Serves on boards of National 
Academy of Sciences, Institute of 
Medicine, National Academy of Social 
Insurance and several foundations. 
Currently Executive Director, 
Commonwealth Fund Task Force on the 
Future of Academic Health Centers. (617) 
724-4653. dblumenthal@partners.org. 
 
Robert Brook, vice president and director, 
RAND Health – Santa Monica, CA. Directs 
the RAND health program. Noted for his 
pioneering work in developing ways and 
means of measuring quality of care and 
health outcomes. (310) 451-6913. 
robert_brook@rand.org. 
 
Mark Chassin, professor and chairman, 
Department of Health Policy, Mount Sinai 
School of Medicine – New York, NY. 
Reseaches the quality of health care, using 
those measures to improve quality, and 
understanding the relationship of quality 
measurement and improvement to health 
policy. (212) 241-5379. 
mark_chassin@smtplink.mssm.edu. 
 
Janet Corrigan, director, Health Care 
Services Division, Institute of Medicine – 

Washington, DC. Key source on health 
care services and co-author, IOM Crossing 
the Quality Chasm report. (202) 334-2165. 
jcorriga@nas.edu. 
 
John Eisenberg, Administrator, Agency 
for Healthcare Research and Quality, 
Bethesda, MD. – Serves as the senior 
advisor to the US Health and Human 
Services Secretary and has published 
more than 250 articles and book chapters 
on topics such as physicians' practices, 
test use and efficacy, medical education. 
 
Steven Garfinkel, researcher, Research 
Triangle Institute – Research Triangle 
Park, NC. Developed a resident 
assessment instrument that is used by 
nursing homes to identify the needs, 
strengths and preferences of residents and 
to develop individualized resident care 
plans. (919) 541-6382. sag@rti.org. 
 
Judith Hibbard, professor, planning, 
public policy and management, University 
of Oregon –Eugene, ORE. Studies 
consumer roles in health care, particularly 
how consumers can improve the quality of 
care. Also focuses on how consumers use 
information to make health care choices. 
(541) 346-3364. jhibbard@oregon.edu. 
 
Brent James, executive director, 
Intermountain Health Care's Institute for 
Health Care Delivery Research – Salt Lake 
City, Utah. Leader in trying to incorporate 
care management principles more 
prominently in managed care. (801) 442-
3730. bj@ihc.com. 
 
David Lansky, president, Foundation for 
Accountability – Portland, ORE. A 
nationally recognized authority on quality 
measurement and accountability. (503) 
223-2228. info@facct.org. 
 
Lucian Leape, adjunct professor, health 
policy, Department of Health Policy and 



Management, Harvard School of Public 
Health – Boston, MA. Research has 
focused on error prevention and 
appropriateness of care. A leading 
advocate of the nonpunitive systems 
approach to preventing medical error. Led 
several studies of adverse drug events and 
underlying systems failures.(617) 432-
2008. leape@hsph.harvard.edu. 
 
Elizabeth McGlynn, director, RAND 
Center for Research on Quality in Health 
Care – Santa Monica, CA. Expert in health 
care and health care policy. (310) 393-
0411. mcglynn@rand.org. 
 
Uwe E. Reinhardt, professor of economics 
and political affairs, Princeton University, 
Princeton, NJ. One of the nation's leading 
authorities on health care economics. 
Longtime member of the Institute of 
Medicine of the National Academy of 
Sciences. (609) 258-4781. 
reinhard@princeton.edu. 
 
Albert Siu, Chief, Division of General 
Internal Medicine, Mt. Sinai Medical Center 
– New York, NY. Expert in general 
medicine and health policy. (212) 241-
4290. asiu@smtplink.mssm.edu. 
 
Shoshanna Sofaer, professor of Health 
Policy, School of Public Affairs, Baruch 
College – New York, NY. Studies how 
consumers use information to make health 
care. (212) 802-5980. 
shoshannasofaer@baruch.cuny.edu 
 
 
 


